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N matters which concern 
the Welfare of our Civil 
Eſtabliſhment, there: have 
never been wanting thoſe, 
who either out of a diſin- 
tereſted Zeal for the Pub- 
lick Good, or in hopes of 
promoting their private Intereſt, have ta- 
ken the Liberty to communicate their 
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Thoughts to the World; and to put their 


Superiors in mind of the Power and Truft 
repoſed in them, for the Security or better 
Preſervation of the Community. Some 
have drawn Schemes for the Regulation of 
the Coin; Others ſor the Reducing the 
publick Debts; and again Others for the 
Enlargement or Security of our Trade in 
general, or in particular Branches of it : 
And perhaps all theſe have in their ſeveral 
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performances given better proof of their 
Inclination, than of their Skill to ſerve their 


Country, 


IT is therefore hoped the like Zeal for 
the Welfare of the Publick, as we are a 


Religious Society, will be my Excuſe for 
offering an Argument of a moral Nature 


to the Conſideration of all that love our 
Cuuscu, or have any Senſe of Religion: 
Who, if they are at all acquainted with 
the State of the Nation, as to Morals, 
mult ſee the Neceſſity there is for the 
Legiſlative 'Authority to interpoſe, and put 
a Stop to that prodigious Increaſe of Pro- 
faneneſs and Blaſphemy, which is every Day 
heard in our Streets, by ſome more effe- 
tual Law than any yet provided againſt 


AND tho' there be ſeveral Kinds of 
Blaſphemy, which loudly call for the Cen- 
ſure and Animadverſion of our Governors; 
yet do I know of none more provoking in 
the Sight of Gop, becauſe none more com- 
mon among almoſt all Ranks, and even all 
Ages of Men, from that of gray Hairs 
down to that of Childhood and Youth, 
than profane Curſing and Swearing. A 
melancholy Conſideration this! and enough 
ſure to juſtify the Fears of the moſt Phleg- 
matick, of Divine Vengeance hanging over 
SITES, 5 uy 
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our Heads. And therefore I cannot think 
it an unuſeful Undertaking, to ſhew how 


much it is the Intereſt as well as the 


Duty of our Superiors, vigorouſly to ex- 
ert themſelves in the Suppreſſing of theſe 
deteſtable Sins; And, if the Laws already 
made are inſufficient for this good End, 
to make a new one that may do it effe- 
Qually, I preſume that no Body will be 
againſt any ſuch Law; becauſe -I never 
heard that Oaths in common Diſcourſe pro- 
ceeded from Conſcience : Unleſs perhaps they 
ſhould be alledg'd as an Argument of Sin- 
cerity, and for that Reaſon entitled to the 
Benefit of a Toleration, | 


W HERFFORE taking it for granted, 
that a Law for the more effectual Suppreſ- 
ſing profane Curſing and Swearing, would 
be oppoſed by none but Libertines and 
Free-Thinkers ; I ſhall make it my Buſi- 
neſs to prove, with all the Deference and 
Humility of a private Subject, that ſuch a 
Law is wa nt ing, and that there is a Neceſſity 
it ſhould be provided; in order to avert the 


Divine Vengeance, which we have other- 


wiſe ſo much Cauſe to expect. And for this 
End, I could not think, Sir, of a better 
Way of offering my Thoughts to the Pub- 
lick, than under the Protection of your 
Name, who are upon all Occaſions ſo rea- 
dy to vindicate the Honour of Go p, and 
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to diſcourage by your good Example the 
Profanation of his Name. 


Ir would be foreign to my Deſign to 
enter upon the Arguments, which Divines 
fo frequently urge from the Pulpit, againſt 
the Sins of Curling and Swearing ; and 
which likewiſe have no leſs faithfully been 
inſiſted on by them, in that Variety of 
Treatiſes publiſhed for the Inſtruction of 
the common People: Which it is to be 
hoped, will be allowed as a ſufficient Proof 
of their not being wanting in their Care of 
Souls. But ſad Experience may abundant- 
ly convince us, of the Weakneſs of Argu- 
ment to ſubdue the Strength of wicked Ha- 
bits: And therefore we ſue to the Civil 
Power to ſupply the Deficiency by their 
Authority, and ſo to make our Labours 
more ſucceſsful in this Reſpect. 


*Tis true, We have Two Laws in, our 
Statute-Books againſt profane Swearing and 
Curling ; the latter whereof made in the 
Reign of King William, and now in Force, 
is ſo ſmall an Improvement of the for- 
mer made in that of King James I, that 
wicked Men are under no Fears from what 
they may ſuffer by this Law. A flight pe- 
cuniary Mulct of Twelve-pence an Oath 
upon common and mean Offenders, and 
Two-ſhillings upon others, only gp 
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and trebled, if the Crime be fo often re- 
peated, is the higheſt Penalty the 47 in- 
flicts; and where that Mulct cannot be 
had, the ſitting an Hour or two in the 
Stocks, if the Offender be of Age, and if 
not, the being whip'd. But that this Act 
is by no means adequate to the End for 
which it was made, we need no better 
Proof, than the prodigious Increaſe of that 
horrible Proſaneneſs thereby condemned. I 
am willing to hope that thoſe who are in 
high Stations, may not be ſufficiently ſen- 
ſible of the Degeneracy and Corruption of 
thoſe beneath them. But we that move 
in a lower Sphere, cannot be ignorant, un- 
leſs we deſignedly ſtop our. Ears, how 
ſhamefully and unworthily the Sacred | 
Name of Gop is daily and hourly bla- 1 
ſphemed, not only by the profe!s'd and | 
avow'd Enemies of God and Religion, 

but by the inconſiderate Raſhneſs of care- 

leſs and unthinking Offenders. L. 


Wx are told, truly no doubt, That in 

the Primitive Times it was uſual ſor the 
Countryman in the Field, to divert the 
Ioil of the Day by ſinging of P/alms : But 
the Muſick now more frequently heard 
among thoſe that attend upon their Cat- 

tle or the Plough, is the harſh Noiſe of 
Oaths and Curſes. A fad Proof how much 
more brutiſh the Ploughman is become than 
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his Horſes, or the Herdſman than the Ox, 
or the Aſs. And for the City, *tis impoſſible 
for any one that paſſes the Streets, not to 
hear the outragious | Aﬀronts continually 
offered to the Majeſty. of Go», by the 
very Dregs of the People. Archbiſhop 
Tillotſow ſays, Not only by the Tribe 
4 that wear Liveries, but by thoſe that 
4 go before them, and ſhouid give better 
« Example.” And we may well enough 
renew the Complaint, and add with him, 
« That ſuch horrid and blaſphemous Oaths 
“ and Curſes are enough, if we were guil- 
« ty of no other Sin, to fink a Nation.“ 
Bur if we paſs from the City to the Camp, 
the Horror increaſes, in proportion to the 
greater Profanation of Gop's dreadful 
Name there to be heard. However, we may 
leſs wonder at this, fince the Degeneracy 
is grown fo univerſal, that even the Boys 
at play cannot but put any one that ol 

ſerves them in mind of the Language of 
Hell; ſo ſoon do they begin to defy their 
Maker; and by the early Habits of Wick- 
edneſs learnt in their Childhood, treaſure 
up unto themſelves Vengeance againſt the 
Day of Wrath; For as much as the Strength 
of theſe Habits increaſes with their Age, 
and ſhews itſelf in almoſt all the Circum- 
' ſtances and Occurrences of Life; in their 
Mirth and in their Anger, in their fober 
as well as drunken Hours, in their grave 
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as well as their merry Diſcourſe, when they 
are neither heated with Paſſion nor Wine. 
And ſhall not God viſit for theſe Things? Shall 
not his Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this? Where tho? there be a Law in Force 
againſt theſe crying Impieties, yet has it 
ſo ſmall an Effect, that the common Pra- 
ctiſe could ſcarce be worſe, were there 
none. 


AN therefore methinks our Governors 
ſhould conſider a little the dreadful Judg - 
ments hanging over our Heads, which muit 
at laſt fall upon us; if ſuch Abominations 
ſhould always go unpuniſhed : And that tis 
high time that ſome more effectual Law 
{ſhould be provided, to curb theſe bold and in- 
ſolent Defiers of Heaven, who take a pride 
in being Monſters, and boaſt themſelves in 
the Follics and Deformities of Humane Na- 
ture. The Heathens would nor ſuffer their 
Gods to be reviled, which yet were no 
Gods: And: ſhall it, among the Profeſſors 
of the. true Religion, be allowed to any 
Man to affront Him that made Heaven 
and Earth, and to breath out Blaſphemies 
againſt Him who gives us Life and Breath 
and all things ? | 


Is Gop be conſider'd as our common 
Benefactor, the Principles of Gratitude 
ſhou, d touch us with a Senſe of the Baſe- 
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neſs of affronting him. But if we conſi- 
der our own Intereſt, we can have but lit- 
tle reaſon to expect the continuance of 
his Favour, if we take no care to vindi- 
cate his Honour. For publick Bodies and 
Communities of Men, as ſuch, can only 
be rewarded and puniſhed in this World; 
becauſe in the next all thoſe publick So- 
cieties and Combinations, wherein Men 
are now linked together under ſeveral Go- 
vernments, ſhall be diſſolved. And there- 
fore we find in Scripture frequent Declara- 
tions and Promiſes of temporal Happineſs 
and Proſperity to a righteous Nation; but 
on the contrary, Threatnings of preſent 
Vengeance and Miſery to a wicked Peo- 
ple. Which are alſo confirmed by many 
Examples both in Sacred and profane Sto- 
ry. And tho' Gop may defer his Judg- 
ments for a Time, and give a People a 
longer Space of Repentance; tho* He may 
ſtay till the Iniquities of a Nation be full; 
yet ſooner or latter they have Reaſon to 
expect his Vengeance : And uſually the long 
er Puniſhment is delay'd, it is the heavier 
when it comes. 


So that it highly concerns us to put a 
ſpeedy Stop to the Profaneſs I am ſpeak- 
ing of, as well in Care for our own Hap- 
pineſs, as from a religious Regard to the 
Majelty of Go D. And this the rather, 55 
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cauſe it ſo evidently tends to the Subverſi- 
on and Diſſolution of Government, even tho? 
no extraordinary Judgments from Go » 
ſhould fall upon us. For, as Divines well 
obſerve in their Diſſuaſives from common 
Swearing, the frequent Uſe of Oaths takes 
off the Reverence due to them; and diſ- 
poſes Men to ſwear upon the moſt ſolemn 
Occaſions, without much Regard to the 
Truth either of what they ſpeak, or whereof 
they affirm. For he that has made Oaths 
familiar to him, will be likely to take the 
dreadfulleſt Oath, without much Conſide- 
ration or Reverence : And by this Means 
that which ought to be, and was always 
accounted, the ſtrongeſt Bond of Society, 
becomes vile and diſregarded. And then 
there can remain no good Security of Al- 
legiance to the Sovereign Power, no cer- 
tain Aſſurance of Truſt and Fidelity be- 
tween Man and Man. For this Reaſon 
therefore we juſtly account them the great 
Diſturbers of the World, who go about 
by their pernicious Doctrines to evacuate 
theſe Obligations; ſuch as teach, That Farrh 
is not to be kept with Hereticks, or that the 
Pope has Power to abſolve Subjects from their 
Allegiance, by diſpenſing with Oats obliging 
them to it. And yet if we duly conſider 
it, this profane Cuſtom of common Swear 
ing does as much tend to overthrow Go- 
vernment, as the Teaching of thoſe Do- 
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Qrines: Nay, it ſeems to be a ſurer and 
ſhorter Way of doing it; for by the com- 
mon Practice of Swearing Men learn to 
value neither that, nor any other Oath; 
they - conſider not the Obligation that 
an Oath lays upon them, they eaſily diſ- 
penſe with themſelves, without ſending ſo 
far as to Rome for a formal Diſpenſation. 
And therefore one would think there {ſhould 
be no need of Arguments, to induce our 
Governors vigorouſly to exert themſelves, 


in a Caſe whereon their own Safety ſeems 
ſo much to depend. 


Bur it is not only the Sovereign Pow- 
er, but every private Man that is in Dan- 
ger of being a great Sufferer by this Pra- 
Etice, for when once Men have by fre- 
quent Uſe loſt the Reyerence that is due 


to an Oath, they eaſily become Knights of 


the Poſt, and may be hired to ſwear any 
Thing; ſo that to the Cuſtom of vain 
Swearing may reaſonably be afcribed, the 
riſe of thoſe many falſe Witneſſes daily to 
be ſeen in our Courts of Juſtice. And when 
a falſe Witneſs ſhall ſwear with as great or 
greater Confidence than a true one, and *tis 
many times impoſſible to diſcern his Knave- 
ry, how can it be otherwiſe, but that ma- 
ny times a poor innocent Man may be 
turn'd out of his Rights and Poſſeſſions, 
nay, perhaps be impriſon'd or put to Bane 
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only becauſe his Adverſary, by an habitual 
Profanation of Go D's Holy Name, is ar- 
rived to that Pitch of Impiety, that he can 
deliberately ſwear to an Untruth, without 
diſcovering any Mark of Shame, or the 
leaſt Dread of that Majeſty he invokes ? 
What Aſſurance can any Man have of his 
Poſſeſſions, or of his Life, when any that 
have a mind to his Eſtate, or bear him IIl- 
will, are able, if they have but Confidence 
enough (a Qualification that common Swear- 


ers can hardly want) to turn him out of 


both? And yet there is no poſſible Way to 
prevent this Inconvenience, but by preſerv- 
ing the juſt Reverence of an Oath *; by ma- 
king it ſo criminal a Thing to ſwear at all 
upon common Occaſions, that Men may 
not dare to offend, 


As to what concerns the common Inte- 
reſts of Mankind, we ſee however, the Laws 
are for the moſt Part ſufficient to ſecure 
them in the Poſſeſſion of all their Rights 


and Privileges. They can enjoy their Eſtates, 


their good Names, theit Lives, without any 
great Fear of Violence from their Neigh- 
bours : Or if any attack 'em, the Law is 
en, and they may have Reccurſe thereto 
r their Preſervation and Security. This 


Refuge 


Vid. Blackbal's Sermon XXXIII. 
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Refuge has every private Man from Injury, 
no leſs than our Governors themſelves : 
But it ſeems very hard, that Gop, the Su- 
preme Lord and Governor of the World, 
ſhould be the only Perſon in it liable to 
the Inſults and Violence of evil Men; that 
his Deputies and Subſtitutes ſhould under 
this Providence take Care of themſelves, and 
the People committed to their Charge, but 
make it none of their Concern to vindicate 
the Honour of his Namc. 


*T 1s true, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 


allowed to plead their MAsTER's Cauſe, and 
to warn Men of the Puniſhment which He 
has himſelf threatned to inflict on his re- 
bellious Children in another Life : But they 


can do no more than Perſuade; they can- 


not compel ſuch as are Refractory to Obe- 
dience, by any Temporal Rewards or Pu- 
niſhments; For their Weapops are not carnal, 
but ſpiritual, and theſe of late in a man- 
ner wreſted from them ; the Sword of Ju- 
ſtice is not in their Hands, and the Terrors 
of the World to come are 1n truth but as vain 
Mords, to thoſe that look no further than 
what is preſent, and reckon every Thing 
uncertain that is at a Diſtance: Which, it 
is to be feared, is too oſten the Caſe of thoſe 
that profane the Name of Gop by raſh 
Oaths and Curſes. 


SO 
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So that the only effectual Way to re- 
duce ſuch Blaſphemers to an Awe of the 
Divine MajesTY, to make them fear this 
Glorious and Fearful Name, the Lo R p oar 
God, ſeems to be the Fear of temporal 
Puniſhments. But it is not a little Thing 
that can make them afraid; ſt is not a 
ſmall Fine of Twelve-pence an Oath, that 
ſhall abridge them of the Liberty of De- 
fying their Maker at every Turn; the 
pooreſt among us don't ſeem to regard the 
Payment of one Shilling, ſo feldom as they 


are. likely to be called to an Account, be 


they never ſo notorious for Curling and 
Swearing : And for the Stocks, they can 
ſir there very contentedly, and drink and 
ſwear till the Hour is out, the Scandal is 
nothing ; and there are Few that will give 
themſelves the Trouble to make freſh Com- 
plaints, only to obtain the Name and the 
Envy of Informers, when they ſee ſo little 
Good to be done upon the Offenders. And 
therefore we can never hope to ſee à Stop 
put to this growing Impiety, till our Legiſla- 
tors ſhall in their great Wiſdom and Piety 
lay a greater Penalty upon thoſe who ſo 
preſumptuouſly defy Heaven; and alſo find 
out a more effectual Way to put the 
Laws, which they ſhall prudently make, 
in Execution. 
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| TAE Statute of King William was no 


doubt deſigned, according to it's Title, For 
_ the'more eſfeltuul ſuppreſſing profane Curſing and 


Swearing; and is indeed an Improvement 
in ſome {mall Particulars of the Statute of 


King James, as in the Penalty laid on the Ma- 
giſtrate, wilfully and wittingly omitting the Per. 
ormance of his Duty in the Execution of that 


A#; and in the Difference made in the 
Quality of the Offenders againſt it, by laying 
a-Forſeiture of Two Shilings on Perſons of 
higher Rank, whereas interiour Perſons are 
to pay but One. But I am afraid thoſe two 
Claufes ſerve but to very little Purpoſe; for 
it is almoſt as rare a Thing to hear of Of- 
fenders paying the Mulct according to their 
Quality, or the: Number of their Offences, 
as it is to hear of a Magiſtrate making a For- 
feiture for wittingly omitting the Performance of 
his Duty: And yet the Swearing or Cur ſing in 
his Hearing, is, by the expreſs Words of the 
Act, declared, a ſufficient Reaſon for him to 
levy the Penalty upon the Party offending : 
So that if a Magiſtrate hear any one Curſe 
or Swear, and do not puniſh him accordin 

to the Tenor of the Ad, he muſt aittingh 
omit the Performance of his Daty in the Execution 
of it, and by Conſequence is liable to the Pe- 
nalty therein laid upon himſelf. Which I the 


rather mention, becauſe I myſelf have known 
Magiſtrates ſeeking to evade. their Duty, 


upon the poor Pretence of no Information 
4 H , being 
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open them, upon which they might legal- 
y proceed againſt the Offenders:- g 


Tuis indeed is a Fault in thoſe that are 
to put the A in Execution; but in ano- 
ther Inſtance, I am afraid the A& itſelf will 
be found more defective than that of King 
James, becauſe the Puniſhment by which it 
is enforced is leſs : For the longeſt Time of 
Sitting in the Stocks by King William's" Act is 
but Two Howrs, and only Ore for an ſingle 
Offence. Whereas every Offender againſt King 

ames's At for every Time jo offending, is to 
be ſet in the Stocks h, Three Al, Elvars . 


And I think lefſening the Penalty, is but 


an odd Way of improving the Statute, a 
very unlikely Means of e more ef- 
fedually thoſe deteſtabie Sins of profane Curſing 
and Swearing e 


So that there is plainly till wanting ſome 
more effectual Diſcouragement from thoſe 
Sins than any which our Laws have yet 
provided. And whenever our Governors 
think fit to take this Want into Conſidera- 
tion, which I cannot think could ever be 
done too ſoon, for Gop's Honour and the 
publick Happineſs; thoſe good Ends, which, 
I am ſure, you, Sir, are always ready and 
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zealous to promote: It is humbly ſubmitted 


to their great Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Whe- 
ther the following Particulars, if eſtabliſh'd 
by their Authority, may not be likely to 
be of ſome Uſe towards the Suppreſſing that 


Inundation of Profaneſs and Blaſphemy, 


which we have of late Years ſo much Rea- 
ſon to complain of. | 


1. Thar the Forfeiture for Curſing or 
Swearing be increaſed to ſuch a Proportion, 
according to the Station and Degree of the 
Offenders, that they may feel the Weight of 
it. If inſtead of One Shilling, the Penalty 


for every Oath were Five or Ten, the low- 


eſt Rank of Offenders would find themfelves 
under a Neceſſity of keeping that unruly 
Member their Tongue in a little betcer 
Subjection; as being unable to bear the Ex- 
pence of Swearing: And many a Man who 
does not value the Payment of Twelve- 
pence, would be loth to forfeit Five or Ten 
times as much, rather than reform and break 
himſelf of a Habit that brings him in 
neither Credit, Profit, nor Pleaſure. And 
even thoſe of better Condition, when the 
Penalty upon them comes to be doubled, 
mult think it a ridiculous Thing to ſquan- 
der away their Mony by their unreaſonable 
Obſtinacy in a Vice which muſt End in the 
Ruin of their Souls, and which carries along 
with it no ſuch preſent Satisfaction as may 
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countervail the Charge of it, or make them 
any Amends for fooliſhly diminiſhing there- 
by their temporal Eſtate. But it may be, 
were the Mulct for Swearing increaſed, ſuch 
as are guilty would chuſe to ſuffer the corpo- 
real Puniſhment which the At might inflict 
upon Non-payment of the Forfeiture : And 


therefore for the more effectually putting a 


Stop to the Crime, it may he worthy to be 


conſidered, 


2. WasTHER it would not be proper to 
commute the Puniſhment of Sitting in the 
Stocks into a Whipping, or ſomething that 


ſhall be painful to the Body as well as 


ſhameful; which may ſtrike a little Terror 
into thoſe that are got above all Reſtraints 
of Shame, as thoſe generally are that are 


moſt notoriouſly guilty of profane Curſin 
and. Swearing. And I cannot but think 
ſuch a Puniſhment would be more likely to 
produce the intended Effect, than ſo ſlight a 


Confinement as that of fitting at Eaſe, Drink - 
ing and Smoaking, or perhaps Curſing and 
Swearing, with a Company of Boys at 


play round them. We ſee that Boys can 


be tolerably kept in Awe by the Fear of 
Whipping ; And why {ſhould it not be as eaſy 
to govern thoſe that are grown up by the 
ſame Fears, if they were liable to the ſame 


Puniſhment, to be inflicted with a Severity 


proportionable to the Demerits of their Ot- 
C 2 fence? 


65 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
1 


Cu) 


fence? The beſt Reaſon to be given why 
thoſe of riper Years are commonly more 
wicked, and particularly more prone to the 
Profanation of Go »'s Name, than Boys at 
School, is, I think, their being freed from 
ſuch Diſcipline, and commonly left at large 
to tlie Condu of their own corrupt Wills, 
Without any Reſtraint from their Elders or 
-Superiors. And therefore the making them 
liable, I do not mean to a Birchen-Rod, but 
to ſuch a Whipping as the Laws in many 
other Caſes inflict, for this Proſaneſs, may 
'be a-probable Means of bringing them to 
know themſelves, and to Reverence the Sa- 
cred Name of Gov, and to root out that 
horrible Profaneſs from amongſt us, which 
we muſt otherwiſe expect will bring down 
the Vengeance of Gop upon onr Heads. 
And tho? I before complain'd, That Boys are 
often heard profaning Gov's Name as bad 
as Perſons grown up; yet this is:where 
there is no Care taken to reſtrain them by 
the Rod; where neither Parents nor Ma- 
ſters make it their Buſineſs to inſtruct them 
better, but perhaps give them an Example, 
which they are prone enough to take in this 
reſpect. And therefore this cannot be al- 
ledged as an Argument of the Improbability 
that ſuch a Severity, ifeſtabliſhed by Law, 
would notwithſtanding be inſufficient for 
theSuppreſſing theſe d:teftable Sins. | 
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Howtves, I cannot but ſuggeſt upon 
this Occaſion to the Wiſdom of our Le- 


2 giſla tor Sz 


3. THaT ſome Proviſion be made, for 
the more effectually obliging and enabling 
School-Maſters and all Inſtructors of Youth, 
to be particularly careful of the Manners of 


thoſe intruſted with chem, by oppoſing the 


Beginnings as of every vicious Inelination, 


ſo more eſpecially of Swearing, and the 
Proneſs to ill Words which they ſhall ob- 
ſerve in the Boys under their Charge. I 


hope this Care is in a great Meaſure taken 
in our Charity- Schools, which have flou- 


riſhed ſo exceedingly of late Vears, as to be- 


come the Envy of wicked Men. But there 


is T think an equal Neceſſity for the Gover- 


nors and Maſters of Latin and other Schools, 


to apply themſelves with more than ordinary 


Care and Diligence to preſerve our Youth 


from ſuch Profaneneſs, and to ' bring them 
up to an Abhofrence of all ſuch Language 


as makes them look like helliſn Fiends, and 


is utterly unbecoming Gentlemen or Men of 
Letters. 


I Am not inſenſible that there may be 
ſome Difficulty for Maſters, eſpecially in 
great Schools, (where the Danger of Boys 
learning ill Words is greateſt) to be ſo well 
informed of the Language which they my 
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ufe when out of Hearing, as to prevent it 
any further than Warning and Threatning 
will ſerve for that End. But as a propor- 
tionable Degree of Diligence and Applica- 
tion will ſurmount great Difficulties; ſo I am 
perſuaded the Reverend and Learned Dr. F— 

and Dr. S—, and other eminent Maſters of 
Schools, have fo true a Zeal for Gop's Ho- 
nour and the Happineſs of their Country, 
particularly of thoſe to whom they ſtand in 
fo near a Relation; that they would be pleaſ- 
ed to find a Britiſ Parliament ſeconding 
their private -Endeavours to form the Man- 
ners of their Charge to Piety and Vertue, 
and to reſtrain them from all profane Lan- 
uage; and as readily concur with any new 
Method which the Wiſdom of that Vene- 
rable Aſſembly may ſuggeſt, to make their 
general Care (wherein doubtleſs they are 
not wanting) more ſucceſsful in this Re- 
wpect. But ſtill, let never ſo great Care be 
taken by thoſe that have the Government 
and Inſtruction of Boys, it is to be feared 
that, when they come to be left to them- 
ſelves, and are grown palt the Diſcipline of 
a School, they'll be apt to be led away | 
by the many bad Examples they. are ſure to 
meet with in the World, and to learn the 
Language which makes a Part of almoſt all 
Converſation, unleſs they can be reſtrain'd 
by ſome legal Diſcouragements that ſhall 
reach every Age and Order of Men. And 
therefore, 4 As 
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4. As the Law now in Force againſt 
profane Swearing and Curling, intended the 
Penalty therein laid upon the Juſtice of Peace 
or chief Magiſtrate, who ſhould willfully omit - 
the Performance of his Daty in relation thereto, 
as a Proviſion for the more effectually put- 
ting it in Execution; fo, if I were per- 
mitted to put my Superiors in mind of what 
I ſhould think more likely to conduce to- 
wards the Suppreſſing of thofe deteſtable 
Sins, I would humbly propoſe, That in any 
new Law which may be made for this End, 
the inferior Magiſtrates or Officers, ſuch as 
Conſtables, Church- Wardens, Cc. ſhould be 
made liable to the ſame, or at leaſt ſome 
proportionable Penalty and Forfeiture, with 
that laid on oy of Peace or chief Magi- 
ſtrate, if they ſhould willingly and wittingly 
omit the Performance of their Daty in the Exe- 
cation of it, i. e. if they {ſhould forbear to 
complain of, and puniſh thoſe that ſhould 
profanely Swear or Curſe in their Preſence or 
Hearing. And until ſome effectual Way be 
found out to put the Laws which our Go- 
vernors piouſly make in Execution, there 1s 
little Benefit to be expected from them: 


But ſtill I cannot diſſemble my Fears, that 


while we delay to make ſuch a Proviſion, 

Gov may think Himſelf concern'd in Ju- 

ſtice to his own Honour, to take the Exe- 

cution of his own Laws into his own * 
| my 


024 
and ſhower down upon us the Furiouſneſs 
of his Wrath. _ a 


Ix the mean Time I hope I may be 
allowed without Offence to put all in mind, 8 
into whoſe Hands this Letter may fall, of 6 
the indiſpenſable Obligation that lies upon . 
them, as far as their private Influence ex- x 
tends, to diſcountenance profane Curling 
and Swearing, by their Example. If the 
Rich and Honourable, thinking themſelves 
above the Reſtraint of Human Laws, ſhould 

_ forget that they likewiſe have « Maſter in 
Heaven, and lay aſide the Reverence due to 
his Name; tho? it is not for their Inferiors 
to bring them to temporal Puniſhment ; yet 
as they muſt be Self-condemn'd for encou- 
raging by their Practice that which they 
have by their own At, forbidden, fo they 
= be ſure that they ſhall not eſcape the 
Ju 7 of God, with whom there is no Re- 

ſpect of Perſons. And as they will unavoid- 

ably fall under the Reproach, of lay ing Re- 
ſtraints upon others, to which they will not 
ſubmit themſelves; ſo they will weaken the 
Power and Force of their own Laws. The 
Influence of great Mens Exampie is very 
wide and extenſive: And as they have 
thereby an Advantage greatly to promote 
the Honour of Gop and Religion, when 

they are themſelves piouſly diſpoted ; ſo 
have they a fatal Advantage to become 


thereby jaſtrumental to the leſſening of 
a VVV 
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Go v's Honour in the World, when they 
are not poſſeſs'd with a Reverence for his 
Name and Majeſty. Nay, to uſe Arch- 
biſhop Tilotſon's Words, The Eminence 
« of their Rank and Quality renders their 
“ Examples ſo powerful, as to be able al- 
« molt to give Authority either to Virtue or 
& Vice : People take their Faſhions from 
„them, as to the Habits of their Minds as 
« well as their Bodies. So that upon them 
* chiefly depends the Ruin and Reforma- 
* tion of Manners, our Hopes or Deſpair 
“ of a better World.“ 


Ir Parents and Maſters, and all other 
Governors of private Families, would vigo- 
roully exert the Authority, which Nature 
and the Laws of the Land have inveſted 
them with ; we might hope quickly to ſee 
a great Amendment made among us, as 
to the Practice of profane Swearing and 
Curling. But they are the great Men, who 
have it moſt in their Power to be the Re- 
ſtorers of Piety and Vertue to a degenerate 
Age. It is our Part indeed to exhort Men to 
their Duty ; but it is they that would be the 
moſt powerful and effectual Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs, . And unleſs they are pleaſe] 
to ſecond our Endeavours, we mult in a 
great Meaſure fail of Succeſs; even the Laws 
themſelves muſt loſe much of their 5 
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and as long as there are Any, that can plead 
Privilege for themſelves, or their Servants and 
Dependents, to ſcreen them from Juſtice, 
the moſt conſcientious Magiſtrate will find 
himſelf, with all the Countenance that the 
Law can give him, unable effeFually Fad 
preſs profane Curſing and Swearing. 


I Aw not ſo great a Stranger to the Good 
nature of the Exgliſh, as not to know how 
averſe they are from uſing Severity towards 
thoſe that moſt deſerve it: But in this Caſe, 
T think, it ought to be conſider'd, that Le- 
nity. is in truth the greateſt Cruelty, if not 
to the Bodies, yet (which 1s more) to the 
Souls of the Offenders. St. Paul thought 
it requiſite that their Mouths ſhould be fopy's, 
who by their pernicious DoQrines ſubvert 
whole Houſes : And how much more neceſ- 
ſary is it to fop theirs, who by the profane 
Practiſe of Curling and Swearing do what 
in them lies to ah whole Ringdoms? How- 
ever, this is humbly ſubmitted to the Zeal 
and Piety of our Governors, whoſe Wiſdom 
may ſuggeſt more proper Methods to be ta- 
ken 1a this Caſe, than any here propoſed. 
But if the Age be thought too looſe and pro- 
fligate, to bear any more ſevere Laws than 
are ah provided againſt theſe deteſta- 
ble Sins; I ſhall at leaſt have the Satisſacti- 
on of having publickly proteſted e 
| thole 
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thoſe Grievances and Impieties, which it 
is not in my Power, in my humble Station, 
to reform or to redreſs. | : 


| 
| 
| 
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I am, Honoured Sir, 


Your moſt Obedient, 


Harefield. 
7 25 Humble Servant, 


Narg. CoLLIER. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


H OPE it will not be thought beſide 

the Main End of the foregoing Letter, 

wherein I propoſe nothing fo much 
as the Honour of Goo, and the Happineſs 
of this Church and Nation, if I here take 
notice of another unſeemly and wicked Pra- 
ctice, that ſeems to want Redreſs from our 
Legiſlative Authority. | 


ENR One that lives within Twenty 
Miles of the City of London, muſt have ob- 
ſerved, That a great Part of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath is taken up with Butchers, Hig- 
glers, and others, in. making Preparation 


for Mond ys Market; in ſo much, that no- 


thing is more common than for that Sort 
of People to travel the Road with Carts, 
Calves, Lambs, Ce. and to be fetching 
from the neighbouring Villages the Things 
wherein their Dealing lies, even before 
the Concluſion of the Afternoon Pub- 
lick-Service of the Church; as thoſe pru- 
deat Gentlemen, who chuſe to travel on 

| | Sundays 
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Sundays for the Convenience of paſſing with- 
out Moleſtation from Waggoners, Dro- 
vers, &c. can bear Witneſs. And tho? this 
Cuſtom be ſtrictly and expreſsly forbidden 
by that Excellent A& of Parliament made 
Anno 29. Car. II. Cap. 7. which plainly 
ſhews the Senſe of our Legiſlature in this 


| Matter; yet it is pretended by thoſe who 


are thus employed, That the Market can- 
not otherwiſe be ſupply'd; and therefore 


that the Neceſſity of the Caſe muſt be 


its Excuſe. And for this Reaſon methinks, 
it ſhould not be thought unworthy the 
Wiſdom and Care of our Superiors, to 
remove the Occafion of Profaning the 
Lord's-Day, by altering the Market, for 


which theſe Men ſay, they are under a 


Neceſſity of providing, to Tueſday, the Day 
following that on which it is now kept; 
it, as I cannot but think, it may be done 
without bringing any ſuch great Incon- 
venience to the City, as will juſtify the 
whole Covntry round them for breaking 
that Law of Gop and Act of Parliament 
which require them to keep holy the Sab- 
bath-Day. For J believe no Man can give 
any tolerable Reaſon, fit for Publick Con- 
ſideration, Why Tueſday and Friday will 
not anſwer the Ends of the Market as 
well as Monday and Friday; ſince the Di- 


| ftance between the Two Days is equal, 


tho? it be not the fame. And ets, 
| D 
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the giving Servants, Apprentices, and o- 


thers, whoſe Livelihood depends upon the 
Market, (who it is to be hoped would be 

lad to ſerve Gop more ſtrictly on His 
Day, if they might) leiſure from their 
worldly Buſineſs, that ſo they may attend 
on the religious Duties of the Day, both 
in Publick and Private, without Diſtra- 
Aion; is not a Conſideration of fo little 
Moment, as that it ſhould be over-look'd 
by thoſe in whom the Power of making 
ſuch an Alteration is lodged. 


I Dox*'r queſtion but the Government 
had an Eye to the Strictneſs of the Sab- 
bath-Day's Reſt, when they provided that 
no Poſt ſhould come into, or go out of 
London on that Day ; conſulting the Ho- 
nour of Religion in the Metropolis, where 
the common Benefit makes it neceſſary 
to depart from that Strictneſs in other 
Places. But I cannot ſee, why they ſhould 
not equally conſult the Honour of Reli- 


gion in the Caſe I am ſpeaking of; ſince 


there does not appear any Neceſſity that 
can excuſe our departing from the ſame 
Strictneſs. For tho? it redounds very much 
to the Honour of our Nation, that our 
Laws both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil require 
us to obſerve the Lord's. Day with a much 
reater Strictneſs, than is done either in 
opiſh or Proteſtant Countries Abroad: 
yet 
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yet we ſhall not have whereof to glory 
in this Reſpect before Men, much leſs be- 
fore G o o, unleſs our Practice correſpond 
with our Obligations. 


TEE Jems were ſo far from making 
their Sabbath a Preparation-Day for world- 
ly Buſineſs, that they had a Preparation- 
Day before the Sabbath; that they might be 
the better compoſed for the Duties of that 
Holy Day. And tho? their Laws do not 
oblige us, yet I cannot conceive it any 
Part of our Chriſtian Liberty to obſerve 
our Sabbath itſelf with leſs Piety, or in- 
deed leſs Ceremony, than the Jens did 
the Day before theirs. Which being a Mat- 
ter, as I apprehend, proper to be conſider'd 
by Chriſtian Lawgivers, I hope I ſhall 
be excus'd for adding this ſhort Hint to 
my Superiors; who have it in their Power 
to refcue the Lora*s-Day from Profana- 
tion, and ſuch as are deſirous to ſpend 
it better, from the Neceſlity that hinders 


them. 


N. C 
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Cc. III. Of the ſeveral Companies; Their Nature 
Halls, Armorial Enſigns Blazoned, &c. IV. Of 


9o publick Statues, Their Situations, ipti- 
ons, c. To the whole is prefix d, An Introdu@ion 
concerning London in general; its Antiquity, 
Magnitude, Walls and Gates, Number of Houſes, 
Inhabitants, Males, Females, Fighting Men ; its 
Riches, Strength, Franchiſes, Government, Civil, 
Eccleſiaſtical, and Military, Cc. Uluftraced with 
2 Plains, viz. 1. Of London, as in Q. Elizabeth's 
Time. 2. As it is at preſent. . _ 


